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(U) Emerging Trend: Fake Xanax®
Tablets Containing Cyclopropylfentanyl,
Methamphetamine, and FUB-AKB48

(U) This DEA Bulletin is based on preliminary reporting and may be subject to updating as additional
information becomes available.
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(U) Event

(U//DSEN/LES) The increasing demand for opioids in the United States
coupled with the availability of fentanyl presents a significant public health risk
and negatively impacts officer safety. In 2018, the Arizona High Intensity Drug
Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Counter Narcotics Alliance (CNA) task force seized
tablets that appeared to be Xanax® but actually contained a combination of
cyclopropylfentanyl, methamphetamine, and a synthetic cannabinoid chemical.

(U) Significance

(U//LES) This is the first seizure reported to the Arizona HIDTA of fake Xanax®
tablets containing a cyclopropylfentanyl/methamphetamine combination, as
well as being the first reported seizure containing a synthetic cannabinoid.

(U) Details

(U) Fake Xanax® Tablets

(U//LES) An investigation conducted by the Arizona HIDTA CNA task force
resulted in the seizure of two plastic bags containing 76 rectangular white
tablets imprinted with “XANAX” on one side and the number “2” on the reverse
side. The tablet imprints and color were consistent with pharmaceutically
manufactured 2 milligram Xanax® tablets. Upon closer examination, the tablets
varied in thickness and from white to off-white in color. In addition, some of the
tablets had an inverted “2” imprinted on the reverse side.

(U) LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: The information marked (U//LES) in this
document is the property of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and may be
distributed within the federal government (and its contractors), U.S. intelligence, law
enforcement, public safety or protection officials, and individuals with a need to know.
Distribution beyond these entities without DEA authorization is prohibited. Precautions
should be taken to ensure this information is stored and/or destroyed in a manner that
precludes unauthorized access. Information bearing the LES caveat may not be used in legal
proceedings without first receiving authorization from the DEA. Recipients are prohibited
from subsequently posting the information marked LES on a website on an unclassified
network without first obtaining DEA approval. Written requests for approval may be sent via
unclassified email to DEA.IntelligenceProducts@usdoj.gov.
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(U//LES) Figure 1. Fake Xanax®tablets shown to vary in thickness.

Source: Arizona High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area

(U//LES) On June 1, 2018, the Tucson Police Department crime laboratory analyzed 10 of the
tablets from the seizure. Seven of the tablets contained a usable amount of
cyclopropylfentanyl (a fentanyl analog); one tablet contained cyclopropylfentanyl and
methamphetamine; one tablet contained FUB-AKB48 (a synthetic cannabinoid chemical); and
no dangerous drugs were detected in the remaining tablet.

U//LES) Figure 2. Fake Xnax®tablets shwin inverted “2” i rint.

(U) Source: Arizona High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area

(U//IDSEN) As per the Drug Enforcement Administration Fentanyl Signature Profiling Program
(FSPP) Report dated July 2018, “. . . a lethal dose of fentanyl is postulated to be about
2 milligrams.”

U//DSEN: Information marked (U//DSEN) indicates DEA reporting at the Law Enforcement
Sensitive (LES) level.

(U) This product was prepared by the DEA Phoenix Field Division. Comments and questions may be addressed to the
Chief, Analysis and Production Section at DEA.IntelligenceProducts@usdoj.gov.
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UNCLASSIFIED//LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

(U) Fentanyl Seized From
*(1 Commercial Bus Passengers

(U) This DEA Bulletin is based on preliminary reporting and may be subject to updating as additional information
becomes available.

DEA DEA-ELP-BUL-186-18
nld B - ) Sod
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(U//DSEN) Figure 1. Seized fentanyl tablets.
TR

(U) Event

(U//DSEN) On June 18, 2018, the
Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) Midland Resident Office
(MRO) seized 2,889 dosage units of
a substance that tested positive for
the presence of fentanyl. MRO
agents also seized approximately 1.5
kilograms of brown heroin. The illicit
Division drugs had been in the possession of
two bus passengers traveling from
Los Angeles to Katy, Texas.

El Paso

- P e

(U) Significance SourC;: DEA

(U//DSEN) This seizure is the first confirmed instance of fentanyl encountered
within the DEA MRO area of responsibility. Because of extreme risks presented
by fentanyl to first responders and bystanders when encountered in the field,
the MRO posted an Officer Safety Bulletin using the West Texas High Intensity
Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) to raise awareness among area federal, state
and local law enforcement agencies throughout the Permian Basin.

(U) Details

(U//DSEN) On June 18, 2018, task force officers from the DEA MRO were
conducting operations at a bus station in Midland, Texas. On the evening of
June 17", officers initiated consensual contact with passengers from a bus that
had originally departed from Los Angeles at approximately 6:45pm.

(U) LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: The information marked (U//LES) in this document is
the property of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and may be distributed within the
federal government (and its contractors), U.S. intelligence, law enforcement, public safety or
protection officials, and individuals with a need to know. Distribution beyond these entities
without DEA authorization is prohibited. Precautions should be taken to ensure this information
is stored and/or destroyed in a manner that precludes unauthorized access. Information bearing
the LES caveat may not be used in legal proceedings without first receiving authorization from
the DEA. Recipients are prohibited from subsequently posting the information marked LES on a
website on an unclassified network without first obtaining DEA approval. Written requests for
approval may be sent via unclassified email to DEA.IntelligenceProducts@usdoj.gov.
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(U//DSEN) Officers identified a pair of Hispanic males who were traveling together from Los
Angeles to Katy, Texas (a city just west of Houston and considered part of the greater
Houston metropolitan area). The pair exhibited

several common indicators associated with criminal | (U/DSEN) Figure 2. Seized fentanyl and
activity (nervousness, evasive and/or inconsistent prescription medication.

answers, confusion). Officers also noted two bags
in the area where the pair were sitting on the bus.
The pair both acknowledged ownership of one bag,
but disclaimed ownership of the other.

(U//DSEN) Officers continued consensual contact
with the remaining passengers on the bus and
eventually accounted for all of the bags except the
one previously unclaimed. Officers removed both
bags from the bus and a narcotics K-9 conducted a
free-air search, where he alerted officers to the
unclaimed bag. When officers searched the bag they
discovered three cellophane-wrapped bundles stuffed
between clothing and personal items. There was
also a prescription medication bottle in the bag Source: DEA

having on it the name of the younger of the two
men.

(U//DSEN) The initial search of the two larger cellophane-
wrapped bundles revealed a brown powdery substance
presumed to be heroin. All three bundles were wrapped in layers

of clear plastic household wrap with dish soap and pepper
smeared between the layers. When officers opened the third
bundle—which was smaller—they found it to contain what
appeared to be several thousand small round blue pills. As
officers noted the generally poor quality of the pressing of the pills
(rough edges, shallow imprint of the numbers and letters) they
recalled their recently completed training on fentanyl handling and
immediately secured the evidence as suspected fentanyl. All
further processing of the evidence was conducted using a
vacuum hood apparatus at the MRO. The evidence was
processed in accordance with fentanyl protocols and sent to the
DEA South Central Laboratory for analysis.

(U//DSEN) Figure 3. Close-
up of fentanyl markings.

\

Source: DEA

(U//IDSEN) On July 24, 2018, DEA MRO received the laboratory analysis report for the pills.
A sample of the 2,889 pills had been found to contain acetylfentanyl (a fentanyl analogue);
fentanyl; 4-anilino-N-phenethyl-4-piperidine (ANPP—a fentanyl precursor); acetaminophen,;
and dipyrone. Acetaminophen is an over-the-counter pain reliever more commonly sold
under the trade name Tylenol®. Although dipyrone (also known as metamizole) is another

Page | 2
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analgesic that is widely used in some countries, it is banned in the United States and other
countries due to potentially harmful side effects.

(U//DSEN) The seized tablets had been clandestinely (U//DSEN) Figure 4. Close-up
manufactured to pass as 30 milligram oxycodone, a of fentanyl markings.
commonly prescribed opioid pain reliever. However, as
earlier mentioned, irregularities in the tablets alerted the
officers to the potentially far riskier presence of fentanyl. This
investigation is ongoing with no further information available.

Source: DEA

U//DSEN: Information marked (U//DSEN) indicates DEA reporting at the Law Enforcement Sensitive (LES)
level.

(U) This product was prepared by the DEA El Paso Division. Comments and questions may be addressed to the
Chief, Analysis and Production Section at DEA.IntelligenceProducts@usdoj.gov.
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UNCLASSIFIED//LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE

(U) Suspected Fentanyl Powder
Concealed in Wax Candles

(U) This DEA Bulletin is based on preliminary reporting and may be subject to updating as additional
information becomes available.

‘
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2

DEA DEA-BOS-BUL-181-18
BULLETIN AUGUST 2018

(U//IDSEN) Figure 1. A wax candle
(U) Event containing fentanyl in powder form.

pivision -

LT
=

(U//DSEN) On July 13-14, 2018, subsequent to
interdiction traffic stops in Newington, New
Hampshire, the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA) Portsmouth Tactical Diversion Squad

- s (TDS) and the New Hampshire State Police
M (NHSP) Mobile Enforcement Team (MET) seized
approximately 500 grams of suspected fentanyl in
powder form that was concealed within wax
candles.

(V) Significance

(U//DSEN) The transportation of suspected ,‘\Q’A%‘ér”cee:Erﬂf)‘;vczﬁr:ﬁfgiefmsme Police
fentanyl by drug trafficking organizations (DTOSs)

poses a concrete danger to law enforcement officers. Moreover, this
concealment method had only been observed by the DEA Portsmouth once
before, in November 2017.

(V) Details

(U//DSEN) On July 13, 2018, DEA reporting revealed that a known fentanyl
distributor in the Rochester, New Hampshire, area was coordinating a trip to
Massachusetts to acquire 25 “fingers” (a finger is approximately 10 grams) of
fentanyl. DEA Portsmouth TDS obtained a description of the vehicle and

(U) LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE: The information marked (U//LES) in this
document is the property of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) and may be
distributed within the federal government (and its contractors), U.S. intelligence, law
enforcement, public safety or protection officials, and individuals with a need to know.
Distribution beyond these entities without DEA authorization is prohibited. Precautions
should be taken to ensure this information is stored and/or destroyed in a manner that
precludes unauthorized access. Information bearing the LES caveat may not be used in
legal proceedings without first receiving authorization from the DEA. Recipients are
prohibited from subsequently posting the information marked LES on a website on an
unclassified network without first obtaining DEA approval. Written requests for
approval may be sent via unclassified email to DEA.IntelligenceProducts@usdoj.gov
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license plate, as well as, information that the Methuen, Massachusetts,-based DTO regularly
used candles to conceal and smuggle its drugs. Although there are countless ways to
smuggle drugs, this information was of particular interest and consistent with other information
that the DEA Portsmouth TDS received concerning the Massachusetts-based DTO using the
same concealment method.

(U//DSEN) DEA Portsmouth TDS personnel established surveillance on Interstate 95 North at
a known drug stash house in Methuen. During the surveillance period, a target vehicle was
observed arriving at the stash house and departing shortly

thereafter. After departing and passing into New (U//LES) Figure 2. Two wax
Hampshire, an interdiction traffic stop of the target vehicle candles found to contain fentanyl
was done by the NHSP. During routine questioning the sole | " po""erform'
occupant appeared uncharacteristically nervous, could not oA

identify the registered owner of the vehicle, and could not
provide details of his preceding travel itinerary. The driver
denied consent to search the vehicle, so an NHSP K-9
performed an exterior sweep the vehicle which resulting in a
positive alert for the presence of drugs. During the
subsequent search of the vehicle, NHSP troopers seized
two candles from the center console. A probe of the
candles resulted in the discovery of 34 small plastic
baggies. Each baggie contained a brown powdery
substance (fentanyl). The weight of the fentanyl was

approximately 340 grams. Source: New Hampshire State
Police Mobile Enforcement Team

(U//ILES) Figure 3 and Figure 4. The contents of the wax candles that contained presumed fentanyl in
powder from the seizure on July 13, 2018 (340 grams of presumed fentanyl).

Source: New Hampshire State Police Mobile Enforcement Team

Page | 2
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(U//DSEN) On July 14, 2018, DEA reporting revealed that the same fentanyl distributor was
aware of the previous night’s seizure and was coordinating another trip to Massachusetts to
acquire fentanyl fingers to replace the seized shipment. DEA Portsmouth TDS personnel
once again initiated surveillance of the target vehicle and observed it arriving and departing
from the same stash house as it had done previously. After an interdiction traffic stop was
done by the NHSP, the vehicle’s occupants appeared uncharacteristically nervous during
routine questioning, could not identify the registered owner of the vehicle, and could not
provide details of their preceding travel itinerary. In addition, NHSP troopers observed small
punctures marks, consistent with needle use, along both occupants’ wrists. The driver
consented to a vehicle search that resulted in a positive alert by an NHSP K-9 for the
presence of drugs. During a subsequent search of the vehicle, NHSP troopers seized a
candle from the backseat area. A probe of the candle resulted in the discovery of 15 small
plastic baggies, each containing a brown powdery substance (believed to be fentanyl) packed
in a glass jar further concealed within the candle. The weight of the presumed fentanyl was
160 grams.

(U/ILES) Figure 5 and Figure 6. A wax candle and its contents from the seizure on July 14, 2018 (160
grams of believed fentanyl in powder form).

Source: New Hampshire State Police Mobile Enforcement Team

(U//DSEN) Information marked U//DSEN indicates DEA reporting at the Law Enforcement Sensitive
(LES) level.

(U) This product was prepared by the DEA Boston Field Division. Comments and questions may be addressed to the
Chief, Analysis and Production Section at DEA.IntelligenceProducts@usdoj.gov.

Page | 3
UNCLASSIFIED//LAW ENFORCEMENT SENSITIVE




mailto:DEA.IntelligenceProducts@usdoj.gov



DEA Intelligence Product /A"
Feedback Database |

Name of Organization:
Point of Contact: Telephone Number:
Email:

DEA Product #: DEA- BOS-BUL-181-18
Title: Suspected Fentanyl Powder Concealed in Wax Candles

Neither
Very Somewhat  Satisfied nor = Somewhat Very
Satisfied Satisfied Dissatisfied  Dissatisfied Dissatisfied

Opverall satisfaction with DEA Product
Readability/Understanding of DEA Product ] ] ] ] ]
Value/Usefulness of NNP Product ] ] ] ] ]
Report Increased my Understanding or
Knowledge of the report subject L] Ll [ [ L]
Product Relevance to my agency’s mission ] ] ] ] ]
How will you use this report? [ Policy Formulation [ Situational Awareness [] Operational Planning
(Check all that apply) [] Training [] Resource Allocation  [] Other

Additional Comments:

SUBMIT

NNPP-027-15

August 30, 2016





		Name of Organization: 

		Point of Contact: 

		Telephone Number: 

		Email: 

		DEA Product  DEA 1: BOS-BUL-181-18

		Text1: Suspected Fentanyl Powder Concealed in Wax Candles

		check 1: Off

		check 11: Off

		check 6: Off

		check 2: Off

		check 7: Off

		check 12: Off

		check 13: Off

		check 8: Off

		check 3: Off

		check 14: Off

		check 9: Off

		check 4: Off

		check 15: Off

		check 10: Off

		check 5: Off

		check 16: Off

		check 17: Off

		check 18: Off

		check 19: Off

		check 20: Off

		check 22: Off

		check 23: Off

		check 24: Off

		check 25: Off

		check 21: Off

		Policy Formulation: Off

		Situational Awareness: Off

		Operational Planning: Off

		Training: Off

		Resource Allocation: Off

		Other: Off

		Additional Comments: 

		SUBMIT: 





